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DEBENHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Chair: Mrs L Cockerton Clerk: Mrs G Griffin
Temporary Clerk: Mrs C Williamson
Telephone: 01449 736362/email: debenham.pc@btinternet.com

Minutes of the meeting of Debenham Parish Council h eld on
Monday, 14 September 2009 at 7.30pm at Dove Cottage , Debenham

Present:
Clr L Cockerton — presiding
Clir I Baldwin Clir R Blackwell Clir K Voller
Clir V Payne

Clir J Parnell (joined meeting following co-option)
CliIr L Stock (joined meeting following co-option)

5 x Public
In attendance: Mrs G Griffin - Clerk

Mrs C Williamson — Temporary Clerk
Mrs D Bedwell — Responsible Finance Officer

Suspension of meeting for Public Participation

With the Council’s approval the Chairman suspended the meeting to invite any view
from members of the public present.

(See “Public Participation” notes attached).

09.09.01 Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Winrow-Giffin, Cllr Farthing and ClIr
Baxter.

09.09.02 Declarations of interest
Clir Stock — Planning correspondence (Min 09.09.11)
No additions to the register.

09.09.03 Vacancies for councillors: to consider co- ___options

The potential councillors were invited to address the members and then left the room
whilst their co-option to the Council was briefly discussed.

a) On the motion of Clir Blackwell and seconded by Clir Baldwin it was

RESOLVED to co-opt Jean Parnell onto Debenham Parish Council.

b) On the motion of CliIr Voller and seconded by Clir Blackwell it was

RESOLVED to co-opt Laurie Stock onto Debenham Parish Council.

The new members were then invited to join the meeting and signed their
Declarations of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the members and took their
seats.
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(ClIir Payne left the meeting at this point due to feeling unwell)

09.09.04 To confirm appointment of new clerk

RESOLVED to confirm the appointment of the new Clerk, Mrs G Griffin, on the week
commencing 7 September 2009. The Chairman welcomed Mrs Griffin to the Council
and thanked Mrs Williamson for all her hard work as Temporary Clerk.

09.09.05 Anticipated procedure re new clerk, tempor __ary clerk and RFO
The procedure for the handover from the Temporary Clerk and RFO to the new Clerk
was briefly discussed and agreed.

09.09.06 Reports

a) Police report (Appendix B)

The police report was briefly discussed and noted. It was agreed that the report
should be put on the website as soon as possible following the parish council
meeting to avoid delaying the information contained therein.

b) District Councillor’s report
Cllr Guthrie had nothing to report following the holiday period.

c) County Councillor's repor t (Appendix A)
ClIr Alcock gave a verbal report which was received and accepted by those present.

09.09.07 Minutes of Previous Meetings: August 17th

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17 August 2009 were approved
as a true and accurate record of the meeting, subject to the following amendments,
and were duly signed by the Chairman

Minute 4.3 — add "URC” — delete “next to No. 4 High Street”

Minute 9 — add — “£1980.00",

09.09.08 Accounts for payment and received
On the motion of Clir Baxter, seconded by Clir Voller it was

RESOLVED to approve the Schedule of Accounts as at 14 September 2009 with the
exception of items 4 and 10 which were deferred

09.09.09 Parish surgery: 3 October 2009

RESOLVED that the Parish Surgery would be held at Dove Cottage between 10.00
—12.30 on 3 October 2009 and that Clirs Baldwin, Blackwell, Parnell and Stock
would all be in attendance. District Clir Guthrie also offered to attend on the day.

09.09.10 Planning matters:

a) Approvals: none to date — noted.

b) Appeal decision: 2033/08 Willow Cottage, Bellwell Lane: details of allowing
appeal — noted.

c) Refusals: none to date — noted.

d) Applications:
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RESOLVED to recommend as follows:
1168/09: 37/39 Gracechurch Street: retention and completion of works
following fire damage: dismantling and rebuilding of brick chimney stack,
removal of thatch, laying new thatch with fire prevention measures — Approve
1699/09: Dove Cottage, High Street: removal and replacement of two
windows and one door with like-for-like replacement — No objections
2100/09 26 Aspall Road: Erection of single-storey rear extension following
demolition of existing lean-to - Approve

09.09.11 Planning Correspondence

(ClIr Stock declared an interest in this item and |  eft the room)

Mrs Williamson reported correspondence she had received from an applicant and
read her draft reply. The members agreed that Mrs Williamson should send same.

09.09.12 Reports from committees and working groups
a) Terms of reference for committees and working gr  oups - ClIr Cockerton had
some terms of reference which she agreed to pass to the Clerk and to be considered
further at the October meeting.
b) Allotments and Cemeteries:
i) To remove dead tree on cemetery boundary; assess risk before onset of winter — it
was reported that two further trees were also dead on this site and suggested that a
revised quote should be obtained.
RESOLVED that ClIr Baldwin would liaise with the tree contractor to meet and obtain
the new quote for the next meeting.
i) It was noted that the allotments contract ends in 2014 and that the size of plots
should be reconsidered before this date.
iii) Clirs Stock and Parnell agreed to attend the environment meeting on 15
September 2009.
c) Play Areas
Play area equipment; Play area repairs — reported that the equipment had been
reinstated and the surface has been completed. Mrs Williamson reported
correspondence from a resident regarding play equipment and suggested this be an
agenda item for next week when the resident could attend to discuss this with the
members.
d) Website — no report available.
e) Trees and Greens:
i) To consider response to Mr Spurling re Andrews Close Green — Agreed that Mrs
Williamson forward her prepared response as read to the members.
i) Lock Close - progress report — deferred to later in the meeting.
iii) URC Ground:
Costings for clearance of nettles etc — not yet available, Mrs Williamson to
investigate further.
costing for trimming limes — quote not yet received.
f) Christmas Trees - agree working party/arrangements and date (before village
Christmas shopping night on 4 December) — ClIr Stock offered to join the working
party to be further discussed at the October meeting.
g) Consider byelaws -
i) Car parking on village greens/verge
i) Dog fouling
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iii) The implementation of byelaws was discussed and also other alternatives.
Agreed that the Dog Warden should be invited to visit the Parish and advise on the
best way to tackle the issue of fouling.

iv) Cllr Guthrie advised that action has been taken against parking offender/s and
advised reporting of offenders to the Police and District Council. The ownership of
the land was discussed and it was believed to belong to the District Council.

h) Public Lavatories: Recent problems: leak in Ladies’ lavatory - Deferred

i) Street Lights - It was confirmed that the council owned 63 lights and the
information was passed to Clir Blackwell.

J) Footpaths - Deferred

k) Traffic matters in Debenham:

i) To consider setting up a working group including non-councillors- Agreed to
publicise on the website asap

il) Gracechurch St - parking on both sides — update - Agreed to ask Highways to
visit and meet with members to discuss the traffic issues

iii) Green verge on Gracechurch Street — caravan parking etc — already discussed
earlier in meeting

iv) Mrs Williamson reported on a reply she had received from Suffolk Council
regarding request for speed limit this was noted by members.

09.09.13 To consider amendments to litterpicker's r _oute : including need for
litterpicking on Gardeners Road / Meadows Estate — Deferred to next week

09.09.14 DLC - donation request update
Deferred to next week

(20.05pm - Clir Voller left the meeting)

09.09.15 Section 137 donations: to consider adverti __sing —
RESOLVED to place advert in Parish Magazine inviting applications for donations,
must be received by 31 October 2009 for consideration at November meeting.

09.09.16 To consider placing Simpson Charity docume nts in Records Office
RESOLVED that Mrs Williamson will place the old Simpson Charity documents in
the Records Office.

09.09.17 Community awards
RESOLVED to invite nominations for these awards via the website.

09.09.18 Correspondence Received: to note except we  re indicated - Noted
a) Reminder re the meeting on Affordable Housing on 9 October 2009

b) Request from East Anglian Times for copies of the minutes for publication,
suggested that the Parish Report may be more suitable for submission.

09.09.19 Correspondence sent _ (does not include procedural mail eg between
Clerk, RFO and Council) — briefly discussed and noted; to be circulated.
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09.09.20 Chair’s urgent business __: any items not on this agenda but of such
urgency as to merit, in the Chair’s opinion, immediate action. — The Chairman
reported that a tree requiring attention had been identified as belonging to Suffolk
County Council and that they would be asked to cut tree back asap.

Suspension of meeting for Public Participation

With the Council’s approval the Chairman suspended the meeting to invite any
further views from members of the public present.

(See “Public Participation” notes attached).

09.09.21 Any other business : information exchange only — None.

09.09.22 Date of next meeting: _ 21 September 2009 (Finance, Employment and
Planning), 12 October 2009 19 October 2009 (Finance, Employment and Planning)

Temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the
Meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed concerning
legal issues; potentially sensitive personnel content.

Meeting closed at 11.05pm

Public Participation

Members of the public were invited to speak and points raised included the following

Update on the “Apple Day”; confirmed as being held on 10 October 2009 and
that there would be further activity on the Green on 11 October 2009 as it was
planned to carry out further “juicing”. The secondary school are preparing
poster for the event and primary school are also getting involved as well as
others in the community. There will be a cooking demonstration in the “Red
Lion” and other activities on the day. The EHO is happy with the health and
safety arrangements in place and is signing the paperwork to confirm. The
organiser queried the parish council’s insurance arrangements and requested
written permission from Debenham PC to hold this activity on the Green to
enable him to obtain his necessary insurance cover for the event.

A resident reported that Ipswich buses are no longer providing the school
children with transport to Northgate and County Clir Alcock confirmed he is
investigating this issue.
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Request that 20mph speed limit be imposed through centre of Debenham and
flashing lights/signs be incorporated in the scheme — will discuss with
Highways

Concern was expressed at the poor state of the waterways and the possible
risk of flooding — suggestion to consider further at October meeting.
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